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CMA Announces Lineup for its 
Acclaimed VIVA! & Gala Around Town 


The Museum Continues its Acclaimed Performing Arts Series in some of Cleveland’s Finest 
Architectural Sites Beginning September 29 


CLEVELAND (June 22, 2007) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) announces the third season of its 
acclaimed VIVA! & Gala Around Town, a major performing arts series composed of 16 performances featuring 
award winning artists from 16 different countries presented at some of Cleveland’s most impressive performance 
halls and architectural sites. 

VIVA! & Gala Around Town debuted in 2005 as the Museum began preparations for its $258 million 
renovation and expansion project that includes a renovation of its Gartner Auditorium. As a result, the Museum 
combined its acclaimed performing and musical arts programs presenting them in a wide range of venues 
throughout Cleveland to critical and public acclaim. Building on the success of last season, the 2007-08 season of 
VIVA! & Gala Around Town will resume in September with an array of the finest performers in world music and 
dance, chamber music, and vocal ensembles. 

“The 2007-08 season features an exciting array of superb performing artists from around the globe. From 
the spiritual sounds of Central Asia to the ethereal voices of Trio Medieval and the sensual dance of Argentina’s 
hottest tango company, our season will be thrilling and enlightening.” states Massoud Saidpour, director of 
performing arts, music and film. 

The 2007-08 series debuts on Saturday, September 29, at 7:30 p.m. with Tango Buenos Aires, the world 
renowned 19-member tango ensemble direct from Buenos Aires at the State Theatre, Playhouse Square. 

Other highlights include the Swedish Chamber Orchestra, under the direction of Thomas Dausgaard 
and appearing with pianist Piotr Anderszewski, performing works of Beethoven at Severance Hall; S6 
Percussion, with its disciplined work ethic, learning pieces whole—memorized and absorbed—instead of merely 
read; and Natalie MacMaster, one of the most versatile and exciting musicians on the Celtic music scene. 

A special focus of this year’s series is the music of Central Asia and the Near East, a region of the world 


with a treasure trove of captivating musical practices virtually unknown to much of the world. 
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Central Asia and the Near East comprise the core region of the famous Silk Road that linked East and 
West for centuries. Its music manifests the intersection of the civilizations that traversed the region, settled in it, or 
governed it. 

The series starts from the Central Asian countries of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Azerbaijan, and Kalmykia. It later moves to Armenia, whose distinguishable music resembles Middle Eastern and 
European music. Pakistani devotional music follows next. Finally the series ends with an evening of percussive 
music from Iran and Afghanistan. 

Running parallel to concert mini-series, the museum will also present special related series of films and 


lectures. A complete list of artists and venues is listed below. 


Subscription Plans Offered 

Subscribers to VIVA! & Gala Around Town may create their own custom subscription packages for 
savings up to $98 or 20 percent off the full ticket price. 

e Subscriptions for all 14 performances save $98 

e Subscriptions for nine to thirteen performances save up to $65 

e Subscriptions for five to eight performances save up to $24 

e Subscriptions for two to four performances save up to $8 

Single tickets will range from $23 to $40 for CMA members and $25 to $42 for non-members. 
Subscriptions are available to CMA members beginning August 3, and to non-members August 14. Single tickets 
are available to CMA members beginning August 21 and to non-members August 28 by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 


or online at www.clevelandart.org. 





The 2007-08 VIVA! & Gala Around Town series includes: 


Tango Buenos Aires 

Saturday, September 29, 2007 

7:30 PM 

At State Theatre, Playhouse Square Center 


"Swirling, fast-paced tapestries of movement, laced with proud postures and sensual couplings," —The Washington 
Post 


Considered the world's most seasoned and authentic tango company, Tango Buenos Aires has taken the world by 
storm with its fast-paced rhythms and flawless coordination among dancers. The ensemble features creme de la 
creme of Argentine tango and includes 12 dancers, six musicians, a singer, dazzling costumes and provocative 
choreography. $42, CMA members, $40 


--more-- 


Pg. 3 VGAT Announcement 


Berlin Philharmonic Wind Quintet 
Wednesday, October 3, 2007 

7:30 PM 

At Trinity Cathedral 


“Faultless.”” —-Gramophone 


Of this superb quintet Washington Post writes, “It is rare to hear man perfectly integrated with music...Such 
communion was achieved by [them]. It was a concert not to be forgotten.” The ensemble is the first permanently 
established wind quintet in the Berlin Philharmonic's rich tradition of chamber music. Its activities include regular 
concert appearances in Germany and worldwide. $30, CMA members $28 


Program: 

Jacques Ibert: Trois piéces bréves 

Darius Milhaud: Le cheminée du Roi René 
Paul Taffanel: Quintet in G minor 

Samuel Barber: Summer Music 

Jean Frangaix: Quintet No.1 


The Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia: Nomads, Mystics and Troubadours 
(Part of Central Asia and Near East Series) 

Sunday, October 21, 2007 

7:30 PM 

At Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


“Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia” features some of the region’s most gifted musicians in a carefully selected 
program designed to make Central Asian music accessible and meaningful to American audiences. Organized and 
produced by the Agha Khan Music Initiative in Central Asia (AKMICA), the tour includes 18 exceptional 
musicians from six countries. $35, $33 CMA members 


S6 Percussion 

Friday, November 9, 2007 

7:30 PM 

At Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


“Brilliant" —The New York Times 


Called "astonishing and entrancing" by Billboard, S6 Percussion gives fresh voice to contemporary music. 
Devoted to the conceptual dreamscapes of Reich, Iannis Xenakis, John Cage, and others, S6 has created a 
disciplined work ethic, learning pieces whole—memorized and absorbed—instead of merely read. In performance, 
music stands are jettisoned for a stunning live dynamic. $30, CMA members $28 


Sara Daneshpour, Piano 

Friday, January 11, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Mixon Hall, Cleveland Institute of Music 
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At 20, Sara Daneshpour has performed at some of the most prestigious concert halls, including Carnegie Hall, 
Kennedy Center, the Library of Congress, and in Moscow at the Great Hall of the Tchaikovsky conservatory and 
the Gnessin School of Music. Currently at Curtis Music Institute studying the piano with Leon Fleisher, Sara 
performed with Billy Joel and seven other pianists as part of the celebration of the 300" anniversary of the piano. 
Limited seating. FREE 


Beethoven: 32 Variations on an Original Theme in C minor 
Chopin: Ballade No.1 in G minor 

Chopin: Sonata No. 3 in B minor, Op. 58 

Rachmaninoff: Variations on a Theme of Corelli, Op. 42 
Prokofiev: Sonata No. 7 in B-flat major, Op. 83 


Natalie MacMaster 

Friday, January 25, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


“A grand performance with radiant joy.” —Boston Globe 


This Cape Breton fiddler is one of the most versatile and exciting musicians on the Celtic music scene. 
MacMaster’s live performances are a testament to her incandescent musicianship and boundless energy featuring 
foot-tapping rave-ups, heart-rending ballads, and world-class step dancing. Her many projects have seen her 
collaborate and perform with Pavarotti, Paul Simon, among others. $35, $33 CMA members 


Music of Armenia: The Shoghaken Ensemble 
(Part of Central Asia and Near East Series) 
Saturday, February 16, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


“Stunning in their drive, beauty, and mystery...” —The Boston Herald 


Drawing on musical traditions of the Middle East, Europe, and Asia, Armenian music is at once seductively 
familiar and thrillingly exotic. When cellist Yo-Yo Ma invited this most revered Armenian musical group to 
participate in the Smithsonian Festival in Washington D.C., millions of Americans were captivated by the diversity 
and passion of Armenian music. $35, $33 CMA members 


Noche Flamenca 

Wednesday, February 27, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Ohio Theatre, Playhouse Square Center 


“A soul-stirring tour-de-force of theater.” —The New York Times 

The Madrid-based Noche Flamenca brings out the essence of flamenco's roots passed down by Andalusian 
gypsies: raw, earthy and hot. The New York Times proclaimed its lead dancer’s performance during New 
York Flamenco Festival, “By far the best...more than anyone else...she breathed the essence of 


flamenco.” $42, CMA members, $40 
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Brentano String Quartet 

With Todd Palmer, Clarinet 

Friday, March 14, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights, UCC 


“Magnificent...wonderful, selfless music making.” —The Times (U.K.) 


This award-winning quartet has been singled out for its technical brilliance, musical insight, and stylistic elegance 
making their performances a favorite with audiences around the world. The Los Angeles Times declared, "This kind 
of absolute unity reminds one of what the Guarneri Quartet sounded like live in its prime." $30, CMA members 


$28 


Program: 

Mendelssohn: Quartet in F minor, Op. 80 
Jandéek: Quartet No. 2 (“Intimate Letters”) 
Brahms: Clarinet Quintet, Op. 115 


Swedish Chamber Orchestra, 
Thomas Dausgaard, Conductor 
Piotr Anderszewski, Piano 
Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Severance Hall 


“T'll never forget this fascinating performance. Nor, it seemed, will the audience, who ardently cheered.” —Anthony 
Tommasini, The New York Times 


Polish-Hungarian pianist Piotr Anderszewski is widely regarded as one of the most exciting pianists of his 
generation. He will join the Swedish Chamber Orchestra in an all-Beethoven program under the baton of conductor 
Thomas Dausgaard. Dausgaard and his 38-member musicians are renowned for their dynamic interpretations of 
the classics, both for traditional chamber orchestra repertoire and for repertoire that is normally considered more 
within the realm of a full-size symphony orchestra. Anderszewski has won major prizes, notably the prestigious 
Gilmore Artist Award, and made award-winning recordings. $30, CMA members $28 


Hilary Hahn + Josh Ritter 

Friday, April 11, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Kulas Hall, Cleveland Institute of Music 


"America's Best" —Time Magazine 


Conceived in the belief that music is simply music regardless of title and form, this unprecedented collaboration is 
as engrossing as intellectually fascinating. Grammy® Award-winning violinist Hilary Hahn is one of the most 
compelling artists on the international concert circuit. Singer/songwriter Josh Ritter’s exceptional talents have been 
championed by critics and fellow artists alike. Hahn’s performance includes some of the most memorable works 
from the solo violin repertoire. Ritter’s will consist of his beautifully crafted songs. They will also perform together 
throughout. $42, CMA members $40 


--more-- 


Pg. 6 VGAT Announcement 


Sufi Devotional Music: The Qawwals of Pakistan 
(Part of Central Asia and Near East Series) 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


“Soaring...vibrant...music fueled by its own jubilation” —The New York Times 


With just two instruments, a handful of voices, and a complex undercurrent of synchronized hand-clapping, this 
qawwali ensemble can produce some of the most jubilant music you are likely to hear. The use of Sufi lyrics in 
praise of divine and human love, adds a mysterious beauty to the singing. This vocal tradition was widely 
popularized by Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, with his concerts and collaborations with the likes of Peter Gabriel. $35, 
$33 CMA members 


Paul Jacobs, Organ 
Sunday, April 20, 2008 
2:00 PM 

At Trinity Cathedral 


“An exceptional musical experience...supple technique and vivid interpretive imagination.” —The New York Times 


Paul Jacobs has re-invigorated the American organ scene with his once-in-a-generation gifts as a performer. He has 
been applauded for his phenomenal technique and memory, his charismatic stage presence, his huge repertoire 
spanning five centuries, and the sense of showmanship he brings to an instrument more usually associated with 
staid and reserved performances. FREE 


Program: 


Weaver: Fantasia for Organ 

Franck: Prélude, Fugue, et Variation, Op.18 
Reger: Fantasia and Fugue on BACH, Op.46 
Messiaen: L'Ascension 

Reubke: Sonata on the 94th Psalm 


Zarbang: The Percussions of Iran and Afghanistan 
(Part of Central Asia and Near East Series) 
Friday, May 9, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At Cleveland Museum of Natural History 


“Amazing array of sounds...selfless joy... You didn’t have to be Persian to feel the tidal pull of the music.” —Los 
Angeles Times 


Zarbang is a percussion ensemble representing the finest percussionists from Iran and Afghanistan. The ensemble 


draws from Sufi, ancient Persian and Afghani rhythms to weave a sound that is dynamic and ecstatic on one hand, 
and meditative and trance inducing on the other. $35, $33 CMA members 
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Masters of Russian Drama: The Gamblers 

Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, May 22—June 15, 2008 
7:30 PM (Sunday matinées at 3 PM) 

At Kennedy’s, Playhouse Square Center 


“Gogol was a strange creature, but then genius is always strange." —Vladimir Nabokov 


Nikolai Gogol’s The Gamblers is a brilliant study of the grotesque. It’s a hilarious romp about a professional 
gambler traveling on a highly profitable con job. After stopping at a provincial inn believing that he is playing 
against local pinheads, he’s poised to pull off his perfect scam. But little does he know what kind of scorpions he’s 
dealing with. Directed by Massoud Saidpour, featuring Terence Cranendonk. $25, CMA members $23 


Trio Medizval + Cantus 

Wednesday, May 28, 2008 

7:30 PM 

At the Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus 


"Immaculate blend and nuanced control." —The New York Times 


The gleaming voices of these two acclaimed vocal ensembles, the Trio Medizval women and the nine men of 
Cantus, combine for a splendid concert of rich ethereal sound. Hailing from Oslo, Trio Medizval is one of the 
hottest female vocal ensembles in the world. They are back after their sold-out concert last year. Cantus is one of 
America’s finest professional male vocal ensembles. $35, CMA member $33 


The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. The programs are also made possible by The 
Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P.J. McMyler Musical Endowment Fund, The Anton and Rose Zverina 
Music Fund, and The Musart Society. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection 
is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant international 
forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its holdings, 


programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 





### 
Editors Note: Music and/or video samples of each artist are available upon request. 


Programs subject to change. 


